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So, what do we do in our spare time? The answers
are varied. When honest, they include sleeping, playing
video games, frequenting the chat rooms on the Internet,
surfing the net for entertaining websites or going window
shopping. Some will say they catch up on homework, go
to a movie, listen to music or talk with friends. But read a
book in spare time? That's much too much like work, isn’'t
it? The curious thing is that in a College of Languages,
one would expect students to read books so it's not a bad
thing to ask, yet once more, why so many college
students don’t read not only books but even the
newspaper, and not even in their own language. In
another school, in another Asian country, | once asked
the same question in a class of upper level students
preparing for university entrance. The reactions were
immediate and intense. “What! all those black words on a
page! Not me!” | got the impression that the speakers
would not have read a book even if the words had been
printed in color. A related problem is writing, in my case,

helping students to write in English. Good,
conscientious students really want to improve their
English writing and, in recent years in Wenzao, the
writing increasingly needs improvement. They sincerely
ask about strategies for improving their writing skills,
accuracy and use of vocabulary. Some (not many!)
optimistically buy handbooks called: Improve Your
Writing in a Month or Easy Steps to Writing in English
and this is after as many as eight or nine years of
learning English. In these few words there cannot be an
instant solution to these problems BUT, | do throw down
a challenge. So you want to improve your English, do
you, no matter whether it's oral, writing or reading
skills? Well, you already know all you need to know
about most of it. YES, you do. All you need to do now is
to read, read anything whatever, read what you like and
read a lot of it. I'll gamble with all comers that if they do
it, they will be amazed at how their skills shoot sky high.

Try it!
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